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the minimum wage was and it was $2.65 an hour in 1978. And you
can se e t h a t a t t h e b o t t om o f t h e ch a r t c a l l e d , ' The M i n i m um
Wage and Inflation.' And then as you go up the chart yo u com e
to current years, and if you follow the arrows up. . .

SPEAKER BRONN : One m inut e .

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : . . .to get the same purchasing power that is
r epres e n t e d b y $ 2 .6 5 i n 197 8 , t he mi n i m u m wage t o d a y w o u ld h a ve
to be $7.70. So over time.. and t h e mi n i m u m wage t o d a y i s , i n
fact, $5.15. In ot her words, Senator Landis wa s rig ht. It
hasn' t ch a ng ed s i n c e 19 97 , a l t h ou g h ob v i o u s l y th e r e ha s b e en
i n f l a t i o n e a t i ng a w a y a t t h e p u r ch a s i n g p o w e r o f t h a t mi n i mum
w age for six years no w . But that s ix -year period is kind o f
t yp i c a l t he w ay i t h a s g o ne wi t h t h e mi n i mu m wa ge b e c au se i t
doesn't relate in any way to what a person or a a m i ly needs to
get off welfare, to get off childcare, to get off f ood stamps,
t o ge t o f f t he s e p r og r ams . I t d oe s n ' t r e l a t e a nd n ob o d y e v e n . . .

SPEAKER BROMN : T ime .

SENATOR BEUTLER :
t o n e e d s .

SPEAKER BROMN: Sen a t o r Cu d ab a c k .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Nr . Speaker, members, I guess this is good
t i m i ng . A l l I wa s g o i ng t o sa y i s we n e e d s o m e t i me t o t h i n k
about this and sleep on this. I guess we have four days coming
up here, so what else can we do? Go home and find out. sleep on
it and see what's going to happen, come back I guess Tuesday and
d o th e r i g h t t h i ng . So wi t h t h a t , I k n ow t he y d o n ' t wa n t t o
hear me t a l k fo r . . .o f c ou r se , ma y b e t h ey do . Bu t , n o , o n
second . .no . So wi t h t h a t , I ' l l g i v e y o u b a ck m y t i me . Sl e e p
on i t .

SPEAKER BROMM: Th ank you, Senator Cudaback. Nr . Clerk, do you
have items for the record?

CLERK: I do, Mr. President. Your Co mmittee on go vernment,
Military and Vet erans A f fairs reports LB 232 to General File;

claims anymore that it has any relationship
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